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It's hard to believe that it is a month since I posted anything here.  So busy!  And a lot of
company. Today I am alone...though expecting a writer friend who lives in Portland for
lunch...so I'l take a minute to update things.

  

My granddaughter 19, finished her almost-3-months in Costa Rica, where she was atending
language immersion school and also volunteering in a national refuge for rescued animals, and
came here for a brief visit before returning to Germany.  She came away with a great love of the
country, a lot of new friends from everywhere, and a conversational comfort with Spanish.  

  

There was a tragic interruption when one of the volunteers was murdered by poachers/drug
runners.  He had been patrolling sea turtle nests at night, guarding the eggs, which bring a hefty
price and are therefore valuable to poachers. There is now a reward for the capture of the
murderers and there has been a lot of publicity (google MURDER LIMON COSTA RiCA), but no
arrest yet, and it was a devastating set of events for young idealistic volunteers.

  

Here is Nadine, with a knkajou, which is actually related to the raccoon family.  She also worked
with baby monkeys.
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    When she got here it was probably hotter than Central America...in the 90s in Maine...but now itis cooler, and rainy, porbably more like her home Germany, to which she has returned.  Without any company at the moment, I am working on a speech for the summer conference atSimmons College the end of this month, stumbling along with a book manuscript, and watchingwiht interest the increasing posisbilty that The Giver movie will be in the works by fall...filming inSouth Africa.  Here is the Australian actor, Brenton Thwaites, whom they have selected to playJonas:    
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    They are upping the age of Jonas, probably to about 16, but at the same time trying to remaintrue to the book to the extent possible.  Movies and books are very different things and it makesno sense to hope for an unchanged transition. But it is a challenge for the film-makers: thedirector, the screenwriters. Fingers crossed that it all falls into place and tht it is a good place.  Yes, Jeff Bridges is still on board for the title role.    
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        And here I am with my son's partner, Lori; my granddaughter, Nadine; and Nadine's mom, mydaughter-in-law Margret.  We were out on Ben and Lori's boat on Long Lake, below my house,on the 4th of July...near the little island where two bald eagles are raising their young.    
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    My grandson took this photo of one of the parents...it is hard to tell the male from the femaleso we don't know if this is Mom or Dad.    
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