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An article in this morning's NY Times tells of a woman who has taken on a self-imposed
challenge, to read a book a day for a year. Not surprisingly, she reads quickly, as I do (the
misfortune of that for me, is that I don't retain a lot of what I read)p Thinking about it, I went to
my KIndle and counted the number of downloaded books---170; and that list began in March,
2008, so those 170 books were over the course of 19 months.p Math time: That comes to about
9 books ap month.p Then, of course, I also read "real" books, and I have no way of counting
those. I'm going to guess those came to another 4 books per month. That's a book every two
and a half days. Sounds about right.

Also in the NY Times, today...this in the on-line version---a video about a family in Pakistan,
displaced from their home in Swat during the Pakistani Military action against the Taliban,p The
father ran a school for girls, and his daughter was a wonderfully articulate (and fluent in English)
12-year-old. She spoke of the frustration of having nothing to read, when she was being moved
from household to household as the family looked for safe places to stay.

Just yesterday I had two 12-year-olds here, Martin's twin granddaughters (they'll be thirteen at
Thanksgiving)---one talked of how much she loved "Hunger Games," which I had given her on
her last birthday, and now loves its sequel (Darn. I had bought it and put it away for her coming
birthday, but she's already read it)

And Saturday, in Maine, I had breakfast with my own two grandsons, and they talked about
what they are reading (all my grandchildren know what topic interests me most)..the 11 year old
boy is in the middle of the Spiderwick Chronicles, and the 8-year-old absorbed in Stone Fox.

And me? One of my 13 books this month?p BROOKLYN, by Colm Toibin.

This is, I suppose, TMI.
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